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X. An Account of a Book, Entitukd, 
Joh. Conradi Beckeri, Tbil. tsr Med. T>, TraBw 
Alsftld. Medici GftUn. Taradoxum Medico-Legale de 
Jubmerforum Morte fine pota Aqua, aliquot CadaVe- 
rum feclionibus defectum, <r e printipiis mechanicis 
illuftratum. Cui adj'tcitur Vodecas ObferVationum 
circumftantw curacy rariflimarum* Gie&e-Haflo- 
rum. A. MDCCIV. 

T His Author having made feveral Experiments about 
Drowning, and being dhTatisfied with the various 
Opinions that were held concerning it, was induced to 
write this prefent Treatife, in which he relates thsfe fol* 
lowing Cafes, as Matters of Fa&. 

Having catch'd a Cat, ( fays he ) and designing to make 
fbme fport with her, I took a Board with a hole in the 
middle, and putting the Tail through, I faftned her vtry 
well to it, then put her afloat into the River, and hy a 
String held the Board from being carried down by the ra- 
pidity of the Stream ; afterwards I fent in a well mettled 
Cur after her, who made very pleafant fport 3 but the Dog 
being tired with worrying of the Cat, wis fucfct into a 
Whirlpit, funk down, and never came up again alive. By 
the help of a Boat, after an hours fe'arch for him, we 
found him, and then carried him home to Ditlett him. 
The Abdomen appeared to be a little extended, ss did like- 
wife the Stomach arrdlnteifines in a f mall meal are 5 but 
that which was the greateft caufe of our wonder, there was 
no Wafer found in either of them. The Lungs were I :e- 
wife extended, but in no greater a degree than the Sron. 1 
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or Inteftines, and lookt exa&ly as thofe do in Dog? ?hae 
are hang'd. We made an Incifion into the Trachaa, where- 
upon they fank down immediately. This at firft made a 
great noife, the Phyficians were amaz'd at it, and, in fhort, 
every one much wondred how a Dog could be drowned 
without Water. This our Author tells us was the firft 
occafion of his diffenting from the Ancients in Cafes of 
Drowning. 

The next Obfervation he gives us, is of a Countryman., 
who having been miffing for feme weeks, was afterwards 
found drowned in a very (hallow place. The Body being 
clean'd from Mud, forne Livid Spots appear'd externally, 
tho we could not perceive any violence had been ufed ; 
Then we proceeded to open the Abdomen and Thorax ; in 
the Abdomen the Inteftines appeared to be full, atter we 
had tyed up the Gula and Duodenum, that we might more 
eafily judge of the Contents of the Stomach, we tojk k 
out, and by the weight of it judged there muft needs be a 
very confiderable quantity of Water in it 5. neither were wc 
miftaken in the quantity, but upon cutting into it, it ap» 
pear'd to be the Liquor he had been too freely drinking of ^ 
we thought there might be much about the fame quantity 
in the Lungs, by reafon of their great ex-enfion ^ but it 
happen'd we were out in our gueffing, for n6 looner did 
we cut into the Trach£a t but the Wind rufhed out, and 
the Lungs funk down that very moment. 'Now had I per- 
ceived that any violence had been ufed, I mould certainly 
have concluded that the Perfon had been killed, and after 
he was dead was thrown into the River 5. but. we under- 
flood by fonie prefent with us, who told us, that they, fa w 
the Deceafed at a Fair very much in drink. (which was the 
laft time that ever he was feen alive y and fancied, that in 
paifing over that River (which he could not avoid ) in 
his way home, he unfortunately fell in; and indeed the 
contents of his Stomach proved what they (aid to be true. 
This Obfervation did not only throw down the Hypotiefo< 
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of the Antienfs, bat made me' believe that tho(c T *r^e ih 
the wrong, who dcny'd any perl on to be fufforntcd '..Wider 
Water, without they -find a quantity in the Lungs or Sto- 
mach 5 it appear'd as certain as could be, that this perfon 
went info 'he Water alive, and yet there was no Water 
tVurd either ia the Tr.tcfayi or -Subfhrc.; nf the Lungs. 
The Liquor he had been too freely drir-king of an hour or 
two before he dyed (howed iifcif plainly in the Stomach and 
Inteftines. 

The next Subject, the Author tells us of, was a Woman 
who unfortunately fell into a Well 3 after the Body was 
taken out there appeared feveral large Contufions, there 
were two upon each Arm, about the breadth of two Fin- 
gers, but longer, which lookt as if they had been - made 
with a Stick 5 the Blood was extravafated between the Os 
Brtgmittis and Vanmuilui Cttrnofu* on the Left Side. There 
were two Fifiures on the Os Frofrth, and one on each Or- 
bit of the Eye, Under the Pia Mater of the Left Side we 
found forne black Grurnous Blood ; the Stomach and In- 
teftines were diftended, which upon Incifion funk down $ 
the Lungs were cut into in feveral places, but not the leaft 
drop of Water was found in them. Now if this Woman 
did tumble into the Water alive, it's plain (he dyed for 
want of Refpiration 5 but if the Fall occafion'd her Death, 
it proves thofe to be miftaken, who think that Water can 
get into the Paffages after Death. 

A man after 5 days fearch was found (landing upright in 
the bottom of a Fifli-pond $ he was carefully taken out and 
viewed, and not the leaft mark of any violence appeared. 
I my felf, with the afliftance of a Surgeon, opened the 
Thorax and Abdomen 5 the Inteftines were very much di- 
ftended, and contained in them a whitifh Liquor like 
Chyle ♦. The Stomach was fo fwelled as induced the Specta- 
tors to think it was full of Water $ we tyed up both the 
Orifices, and took k out, that we might more eafily mea- 
sure the Contents : It was fo very light, that none but 
thofe that handled it could ever have imagin'd it 5 after- 
ward* 
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wards we opened it, and a great blaft of Wind mfhing out, 
it funk down again immediately ^ neither was there any 
more than fix ounces of a whitifh Liquor in it. The Lungs 
were Co diflendcd with Wind as to Mil up the whole Cavity 
of the Thorax ^ we prickt, and cut into them, but not a 
drop of Water came from them The Man had the Cha- 
racter of a poor honeft barmiefs Fellow, and therefore 
could not well be fufpedved of being murder 11, and the po- 
fture of his ftanding made every one conclude that it was 
the darknefs of the Night that occasioned his lofing his 
Way and Life at the fame time. And as we have all the 
reafon in the World to believe that this perfon was ftjfled 
alive under Water, fo we may fee how fallacious that 
ftanding Rule of the Antients is, who allowed no perfon 
to be drowned, without confiderable quantities of Water, 
both in the Lungs, Stomach and lntei'tines. 

After the Author hath given us thefe Experiments, he 
proceeds to anfwer the Objection that was made, of per- 
fons recovering by being fet upon their Heads - 7 and after- 
wards to mow why it happens, that in drowned perfons 
the Water is feldom found either in the Lungs or Stomach, 
For which we refer you to the Book itfelf, containing be- 
fides twelve uncommon Obfervations of different Cafes. 



Printed by Sam. Smith and Bwj. Wtlford, Printers to the 
Royal Society, at the Princes Arm in St P^/'s Church- 
yard, 1706. 



P 



ERRATA, 
In tPhtiofopk Tranfafl, Numb. 302, 
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